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An Elizabeth Barrett Browning Find
The Demand for Modern Fiction
Where Booksellers Congregate

S(L‘ll’l Frcky vollector lus rocently tirned
up what s probably the ranst bit of
the work of Elzabeth Barrott Brownipge

This is a poem, of fourteen vorses, nritten
at Home April 4, 1861, anl sent to Mr.
James H. Stone of Daltimare on the Jeath
of ane of Lis eluldren, Mre Stune hal a fow
copies  printed  privately  for distribution
among his friends, under the statement,
“*a few copies which [ have baed this pre-
pared for a private eirculation. ™

The povm s printed in broadsile form, is
in a fine state of preservation, and will be
soll by Neott & O'Shaughnes<y at their
roonis un Nassau street Marel 26,

Browning collvtors shoubl make a note
of this, as the catalogue stutes that no
other copy is known,

Ficrioxw - Sales of fiction are constantly
Inereasing, A pood deal of it s recent fie-
tien in firsi editions,

A Ruke Boog Setres's Nestv—In the
building at 25 West Furty sevand  strect
there sire seven dealers. all of whom earry
Iarge stocks: a rathor uvasunl fot to find in
one building.

Rare Book Shops in Groups.

ook prisks’ Rows— The gathoring of
rare hook dealers in eertuin sections of the
ity has oceasionnd comment.  On Fourth
avene  from Astor plaee 1o Thirternth
gtreet there sre more than a dezen shops;
on Fifty uinth street Letween Madison and
Lexington  atenues there are eight; on
120th street there are hall a Jdozn,

A few vears ago while a few bookmen
wers i one of e auction rooms waiting
for a sale to begin one desiler remarked that
it woukd he a gowl thing for all the dealers
in town ta come tog ther in one of the large
buiblings of the city, with the asction com-
paniva occupying space there, He contended
that it woull be hoth econowical and con-
venient,

What Dealers Are Doing.

Persoxar. Nores—Rill
preparation & catulogue of
phlets that he deseribes as
American history."*

Cliris Gerhardt is about to issoe a cats-
Jogue that will arcuw muach interest,

Jumes . Drake issoed some time ago a
ecatalogue of an uncommaon sort; it listed
1110 hooks all priced at $100 apiece. He now
wonders if a list of LA00 books at $1.500
each would be as sureessful; amd how far he
might go if he kept up the progression.

J. F. Sabin has left 22 Pioe street and
is now at 14 Maiden lane.

Boormey 18 THE Servior—Among thoee
who are now wearing the un.form are Lieut.
Marston  Drake, Isadore Friedman, Ned
Morris, Herman Popper, (. Balop and
Frank Shea. Others who have done their
bit are M. Sloog and Frauk Stuart, Tue
Brs will be glad to add to the list.

CararoGres Recriven—P. F. Madigan's,
offering autograph letters of distinguished
people.

The Clark Library.

Scorr & O'Smaveuxnessy, 110 Nassau
street, Mareh 26 and 27, Tuesday morning
and afternoon and Wednesday morning, li-
brary of William B. Clark of Colerado
Bprings, 828 items,

This lihrary contains a number of notice-
able items, among others, a very oll work
on jewelry and gems, printed in 1695; an
extremely rare poem Ly Elizubeth Barrett
Browning, 1861; what may be the first plate
etehed by George Cruikshaok, at the top of
the hallad The Mulberry Tree, done when
the artist was but 16 years of age; some un-

ﬁiook Exchange ]

PATRICK F. MADIGAN, Wit FIPTH AVE.,

N. Y. €, sperializes in original antograph letters of

all famous poople. MIL MADIGAN i the foremost

draler In the autograph business. e sure and conslt

him when bus g or sling sour nurmpln He will

un ;vm the highest ATALOGS malled
PHONE 6495 MU HR\\ HILT.

w R. BENJAMIN, 725 FIFTH AVE, NEW
* York, is Uu lru.lmdn.lrr ln nuu:-npbu off

© 81 n year. Ilu l:u)u wd wells Iﬂm
and durum--ma and nvites cornom Cat-
alogues sent free. Tel, \llr.l M. u.m.

YOUNG'S IHRII\ I'C(l Il\\\h!i 135 WEST
135th Btroet. New York (ity. The \fm‘adulm-
ture Pertalning 1o Colornd_ People
‘tlﬂ- “for sale from 1772 to 1918, Wﬂwfw
ata

Gough has in
unnsual pam-
foutpotes to

Il“\ ATE RALE, 601 WEST 156TH 8T, AI'T.
. Tel. Audihon 5250 Stamiard Works of wel,
ion, Memuirs, Early Fnzlbh Drama & Mh—
wucth while hooks.
U, or enll

un‘r PRICES mm FOIt nl l: LAW Htmh
HSemwdon Laws of every State, old historic
bwl- Christlan Science bovks.  Send fist, Central
Book o, ¥9 Nasau 81, New York City.

¢atalogue un

USED BOOKS. BARGAINS, LISTS FREE.

THGENES, L2431 't St Swa Franeisasn,

known 0. Heory items; the Liber Focitatis
of Claude Lorraine, with plates by Earlom;
Nuremibre Chronicle in the original edition;
a manusenipt volume decorated with water
colors, of Jumes Whitcomb Riley; On the
Trul of Stevengon, in the first veae, which
was suppressed; aele Tom s Cabin, first
edition; Whittier s« Moll Peteher in original
wrappers, utcaf, aml the read tirst edition of
Whistler s teentle drt of Maling Encmies.

Unwise Practices.

PERz07s wio prsigk riare hooks and who
supiply their lists of bouks desired to a num-
ber of dealers, with the result that all the
delers prosecute the seirch at the same
time, do not seem to understood that any
one denler 1w ax likely to find the book
wanted as are a dozen. Nor do they per-
haps understand that of they persist o the
practive, of which dealers_are sure to L
come coguizant, they are evrtain to be
heartily dislikel.  Their future wants will
reveive seant afteation from dealers,

IT 1= arwavs v to those who make
replivs to pulidished diats of books wanted
that sowe ackuowledgment of their replics
e sent them.  The replies to the advertiser
represent nich labor and time  expended
even if not immediately, o sather inforua-
tion which b 15 seeking,

Too awaiy Twi=vEp aund distorted tithes
are culled fur in |-ubli-hn-ol want liste, and
for this there is generaliy no exeuse. If a
book man is not an authority on eversthing
about bouks, includige ttles, what is he
miaster of I It is a good rule ty verily every
title.

Let's Have the News.

Fixps—1f you know of rare items that
bhave been turned up, that™s pews,  Semd
it to Tue Nvw, adiressing HBooks and the
Book World.

Teave Neiws—Tup Six wanta  eata-
logues aml auy other matter in which book-
men fire interested that we may be of ser-
viee to dealers and bLuyers alike.  Adidress
Books awd the Book World, Twe Sux,

IX THE SrotLicnr—At a session of the
Crimmins sale a photograph was made of
the salesroom at the moment when the
Douai Bible was leing  offered. The
awdience wos asked tep remain seated with
faces turned to the stape, as in bidding.
Nevertheless well koown dealers were at
pains to face the camera. Posterity widl re-
member thew as **among those present,'?

Replies to Questions.

R. . CosTEnto—The book yon ask about
ean be Lud in the stores of this city for $1.
H. ¢, 3.—The magazine ran be had occa-
sivnally for $2 a volume if in good condi-
tion. A set of four volumes sold some time
ago for $16; but you lack volumes 2 and 4.
The Bure book can be bought for about $4.
Please tell me the value of the Annales of
Corneclius Tacitus, London, 1640; Works
of Shakespeare, in six volumes, London,
1709, E. B. M.
The first mentioned book is worth about
$2, the set of Shakespears $4. The other
Look you ask alout is of only orlinary value.
I have a book entitled The Universal
fazetteer, published in London, lw9 Has
it any value? W.C L.

The book is of little value, Jealers selhng
:! a.t about $1.

Love and Flghtln
LBRIDGE GERRY ROBERTS ealis
his story, 4 Naral Engagement, “a
marine parrative of love and war,” and
that is exactly what it is. It is placed in
the time of the American eivil war and
details the adventures of Elisha Remsen
from the time when, just under 21, he
hastened from Scotland to New York at
the news of the firng on Fort Sumter to
that other time, some years later, when he
and. Mary Elsworth, the sea ecaptain’s
daughter, embraced each other with re-
spectful but ardent tenderness in a de-
lightful garden.

The reader who will not be deterred by
some imperfect English, oecasional mis-
punctuation and unskilfnlness on the part
of the narrator, who is writing his first
story, may get considerable pleasure out
of this simple romance. There is no plot,
but there are some picturesque glimpses
of the war. Such bits as the deseription
of the flight of the projectile from a fif-
teen inch gun are vivid and unusual; to
many readers the aevount will seem in-
credible, but it is accurate enough, we
feel sure.

MY TWO KINGS

By Mrs. Evan Nepean

The New York Herald saye: “A remark
ably Intere<ting boak, not only  heeauss
of its subije-t matter, given with fne skill in
the telling, but bevanse of the extraondinary
clalm which the author makes - that she is
the reincarmation of s eerfain Charlotte
Stusrt, and that she has mervly written bher
‘recollections’ of his court and times.™

$1.50 Net. FPosiage Extra. All Dookstores
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fiith Ave.. N. Y.

A NAVAL ENGAGEMENT.
GERRY RomErTs.
can News Company.

CASH FOR BOOKS

By Ergrmer
Sold threugh the Ameri-
125,

Highest prices paid for
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS,
PRINTS or other literary

propemu. Cash down; prompt

malkanS

New York'e -
42 B:udmy.

SUNDAY,

MARCIH 1o, 1912,

A Quartermaster’s Amusing Book

15

" We had to accustom our mounts to The Band

bhook is published in London by Thomas

HE animated seene depicted above

is DNdrawing from life no doubt,
though not a “suil [ife,” made by Pri-
vate Arthur V. Wing fur the Confessions
by Captain (and
P. Wheatley. Tha

of a Quartermaster,
Qu.trnrm.tsu-r} E.

Murby & Co. When we opened it and
suw the illustrations we reared with de-
light almost as high as the horses Pni-
vate Wing pictures. Capt. Wheatley
says his book was written to amuse a
nur-e on night duty. It uught lo.

Romain Rolland and the Theatre

By BARRETT H. CLARK.
N order to grasp the full significance of
some of Romain Rolland’s plays it is
recessary to consider his interesting book,
The Peaple’s Theatre.

Ever since the early "50s M. Rolland had
leen a stanch admirer and in some ways
a diseiple of Tolstoi. The young French-
man, however, expressed his doubts to the
Russian, and in 1887 Tolstoi wrote a long
letter which was, according to one of M.
Rolland’s biographers, a sort of prelim-
inary sketch for What ts Art? And when
that astounding book appeared, with its
Jeonoelastie attacks on M. Rolland’s idols,
ke was at first prone to disagree, but The
People’s Theatre is ample proof that “lit-
erature for the people™ had sunk deep into
the Frenchman's heart. This is Rolland's
thesis: The thealre, in common with most
modern art, i a whited sepulehre, rotten
to the core, affected, aristocratie, anti-
demoeratic. The evil is not only in the
plays, but in the acting and the physical
arrangement of the playhouse itself. New
plays must be written for the masses,
plays which they ean wnderstand, plays
which bring them together as a class anl
in which they ean participate.

Faults of the Theatre.

M. Rolland briefly considers ihe dia-
matie masterpieces of the world [rom
Sopuwcles to the comedies of the houle-
vard, and finds them, with rare exceptions,
ursuited to the people. Even Shakes-
peare and Schiller are lifeless; they he-
long to past epochs, and express ideas
foreign to the French workingen of the
iwentieth century.

The playhouses, too, are built for a
society divided into classes; they must
be altered to suit the workingmen.

Having tested the plays of the past and
found them wanting, M. Rolland set him-
self the task of supplying plays for Lis
projected people’s theatre. He went to
the French Revolution and wrote plays
ywhich would appeal to the masses. But
these plays must also be acted by the peo-
ple, and M. Rolland proceeded to make
the people a character, & great composit»
crowd, participating as The People.

Plays of “the People.”

In July 14, The People are ke pro-

tagonist, and the taking of the Bastile af-
forded, him ample opportunity for utiliz-
ing them. In Danton they are rather im-
plied until the last aect, while in The
Wolves and The Triumph of Reason
they hover in the background and de-
termine the course of events: they are al-
ways near at hand, although they do not
appear on the stage.

M. Rolland must of course be a -cn-
firmed enemy to our star system, and there
is, even in the hero play of Danion, &
fairly even distribution of parts,

CASH'BOOKS

Righeat prices and cash down
and i it ot BOOKS ‘wnd_ ounee
LITERARY PROPERTY. We and

remore books Ex,
11th Edition large paper.
THOMS & EHON.

o Fehn 8., N. T, Johm

The effert is at firit somewhnt diseon-
eerting, and the plays seem a trifle diseur-
sive and rambling. There is no conven-
tional plot, and the love interest, as de-
veloped in such a play as Fatherland
(Patric), is conspicuously absent. In its
stead there is greater breadth of touch, a
solider framework, a broader canvas; and
the arti<t, we instinctively feel, is better
able to depict a grea: movement like the
Revolution than if he were confined to
ravelling and unravelling a plot.

Possibly M. Rolland’s ignorance of or
disdain for the tricks of the dramatist’s
trade has lessened the purely dramatie
tension of ocvasional scemes, but, on the
other hand, he has drawn charaeters which
Sardou could searcely have coneeived,

Failures on the Stage. ~
No attempt at dramatic reform, no
theory, no ideal—whatever its eventual
worth—ought to obseure the fact that all
of M. Rolland’s plays are unsuccessful
frora the viewpoint of production. Good
reading they undoubtedly make; literature
they assuredly are, but they have not
pleased audiences for consecutive days,
weeks and months.
l'hsdoesnotofnmtyt.mthem.
but it should cause vs to ask whether or
not they belong to that class of ll:rlndl,
th; closet drama. M. Rolland's first
take was in mtmgphpfwanyw
ical and pnctnl!y non-existent publie,
is in many ways an aristoeratie
country with an aristocratic art; it is
but natural, therefore, that all utm
slaid be slower than in younger eour-
tries, and M. Bolhmiulhlllnplbmel
attempted the impossible. In trying to
avoid what was conveational in the French
drama, he restrieted himself to a more or
less formless medium, and the people who
saw his plays missed what they were ge-
customed to see: a well defined story.
What success would have attended his
iGnovations in another ecountry it is hard
to say; what sueeess will att -l hina if he
perseveres, seems eader to predier. The
last five years have witnessd » profound
cbange in French thought and wi, and
perk: ps Romain Rolland will once more
find hi. faith justified in a new France
where the people shull hav: n theatre of
their own. Meantime his ideas have
spread o other lands and th.re homne the
fruits he had hoped would M. -1 in his
own beloved Franee.

Nore— Mr. Clark’s article is part of the
preface to a book containi Rolland s
plays, The Fourtrenth of July and Dantor,
which be has transiated and which Henry
Hgolt & Company are publishing.

MAN’S SUPREME
INHERITANCE

By F. Matthias Alexander
Introduced by Prof. John Dewey

A truly remarkable book, writ-
ten by a man with a vision and
unden::mdmg of the world's present

$2.00 Xet. Postege Extra. Al Boolsieres
E. P DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Ave N. Y.
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